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Fall 2014

WCSA AlumNEWS

Scholarship Celebrates Lives of Charlie ’45 and Carol
Berg ’45
It’s a widely known fact that the University of
Minnesota, Morris makes it home on a 127-year-old
campus. Perhaps more surprising is the extent to which
individuals from its various iterations have expressed
their loyalty. The continued dedication of past alumni,
particularly those from the West Central School of
Agriculture (WCSA), is an important part of Morris’s
philanthropic foundation. This kind of dedication
recently inspired one family’s meaningful tribute to a
beloved father and mother.
The late Minnesota State Senator Charlie A.
Berg ’45 and his wife, Carol Lamb Berg ’45, are both
alumni of the WCSA, as are many of their family
members. Because of their ties to the campus that
once housed their alma mater, the Berg family
decided to make a gift in honor of Charlie and Carol
earlier this year.
According to their daughter Laurie, Charlie and
Carol had long felt attached to the land upon which
Morris was built. After all, it is where they first met
and fell in love. After graduating they maintained
a connection to the campus and encouraged their
children to do so in the process.
“Both of my parents were always committed to this
area of Minnesota,” she says. “They both had a good
education and a great experience at the ag school.”
The Berg family recently expressed the strength of
its connection in the form of student support. After
her husband’s passing in 2014, Carol suggested she and
her children create a memorial scholarship for students

of the university. It was a suggestion to which the family
agreed wholeheartedly.
“We thought it would be a great thing to do because
of their history,” says Laurie.
New for fall 2014, the Charlie and Carol Berg
Scholarship is intended for Morris students who are
relatives and/or descendants of WCSA alumni. Laurie
believes it is a fitting tribute to both her parents and the
institution their children have come to admire.
“I’ve always been impressed at how well Morris has
done in its college rankings. I’m also very impressed
with the history.”
As the third institution to occupy these grounds,
Morris embraces the combined and multifaceted
history of its space, which contributes to its current
strength; this is a sentiment shared by its supporters
as well. With their memorial gift, the Berg family has
demonstrated just how impactful it can be.

In Memory of Charlie Berg ’45 (1927–2014)
“Even before Charlie married my sister…I was in awe of [him] for his sports and academic
accomplishments, the judging teams, etc. My awe remained over the years as Charlie continued to
accomplish as a state senator, farmer, stock trader, and in other various pursuits. It’s hard to believe
he is no longer with us.”
—Ward Lamb ’47

Greetings from
the Director of
External Relations
I recently received a wonderful letter
from Lou Etta Hanneman Savoy ’45; she
is looking forward to attending the WCSA
reunion in July of 2015, which will be the
70th anniversary of the class of 1945. Carol
Pederson Meyer ’60 and Tom Payne ’60
are working to reunite their class in 2015
to celebrate its 55th anniversary, and Janice
Berg Arneson ’55 is working with several of
her classmates on their 60th. There may be
others who are planning reunions as well, so
it would appear reunions have not lost their
appeal! Let me know if I can be of help to
you in organizing your friends for reunion.
I am happy to work with class members in
enticing other Aggies back to campus.
Some discussion has been had about
moving away from five-year anniversary
reunions to an all-school reunion instead,
as that may increase yearly attendance.
Your WCSA Alumni Association Board will
continue to discuss this idea. The alumni
office database has good contact information
for more than 1,200 Aggies. I encourage you
to keep us apprised if your address changes
so we can continue to reach you with the
AlumNEWS.
We noted with appreciation at our
annual meeting in July the two alumniboard terms of Janice Berg Arneson ’55
and Wilbur Grunewald ’63, as they stepped
down at that time. We appreciate the efforts
of the WCSA alumni board and thank them
for their service.
You can call or email me anytime with
questions or concerns, or just to say hello.
I always enjoy hearing from alumni and
can be reached at 320-589-6394 or
rileycj@morris.umn.edu.

Carla Riley ’85

Campus Accolades
• The Fiske Guide to Colleges has again named Morris one of
the country’s best and most interesting colleges and
universities. The campus is featured in the 2015 edition
of the guide.
• Forbes magazine has named Morris one of “America’s Top
Colleges.” Among non-military institutions for which
figures were reported, Morris ranked seventh-lowest in
cost nationally.
• The Midwestern Higher Education Compact named
Morris the most effective public four-year school in
Minnesota. This is the second consecutive year in which
Morris earned the distinction.
• Second Nature awarded Morris a 2014 Climate Leadership
Award. The awards are presented to institutions that
demonstrate innovative and advanced leadership in
education for sustainability.
• Sierra magazine has named Morris one of its top 40 “Cool
Schools” for 2014. The list honors universities that lead
sustainability initiatives and work to protect and preserve
the environment.
• Victory Media has named Morris a Military Friendly
School for the fourth consecutive year. This list honors
colleges supporting American military service members
and veterans as students.
• U.S. News and World Report has again named Morris one the
nation’s Top 10 Public Liberal Arts Colleges. This is
the sixteenth consecutive year in which Morris has been
included on this list.
• Winds of Change magazine has again named Morris one of the
top 200 colleges for American Indian students.

Greetings from the
Alumni Association
President

Morris Earns Two College
Success Grants from Great
Lakes Higher Education
Guaranty Corporation
The remarkable outcomes of the Morris College
Success Program have earned the University of Minnesota,
Morris two College Success grants from Great Lakes
Higher Education Guaranty Corporation. This academic
year a continuation grant will provide tutoring, advising,
mentoring, and counseling services, and an additional grant
will enhance the campus’s existing alert process to increase
identification, referrals, and support for at-risk freshmen.
Morris was one of 16 organizations invited by Great
Lakes to build upon its success in the previous year. To
do so, the campus will enhance its Morris College Success
Program and implement a new Alert Partners Leading to
University Success (AlertPLUS) project, which will modify
and enhance the campus’s existing early alert protocol.
“Moving students toward greater opportunity in life
benefits us all,” said Richard D. George, Great Lakes’
president and chief executive officer. “We look forward to
seeing the impact Morris can have on helping more students
graduate and achieve their full potential.”
Great Lakes College Success grants were awarded to
two- and four-year colleges, universities, and community
and technical colleges across Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, and
Wisconsin. The grant is just one way Great Lakes Higher
Education Guaranty Corporation works to achieve its goal
of helping more students benefit from their investment
in higher education and graduate ready to reach their full
potential.

Another successful reunion was held
in July, with more than 100 Aggies and
others enjoying the day and dedication of
the sculpture behind what we know as the
Engineering Building, now the Welcome
Center. The noon brunch was delicious,
and the evening dinner—spearheaded by
the Class of 1954, but open to all—was very
successful.
As we look forward to the 2015 reunion,
the alumni board discussed whether we
should change it to an all-school reunion
and ask Aggies to return each year instead
of every five years. Our numbers are
dwindling, and this way we’d get to talk to
alumni of all years.
There was also discussion of having the
annual meeting at the noon brunch, along
with some entertainment. No decision was
reached, and the issue will be studied.
At least two classes plan to have offcampus evening activities and dinner next
year, but at different locations. If possible, it
would be nice to meet at the same place, so
the classes can mingle later in the evening.
This was one of the first years in
which we actually made a small profit on
the reunion; usually we see a loss. Any
comments on what you like or dislike about
the reunion should be addressed to Carla
Riley or to me.
See some of you at the Arizona and
Texas reunions. Those of you who stay in
Minnesota, enjoy winter.

Ted Storck ’54, president

Summer 2014 All-School Reunion

A well attended reunion brought together WCSA alums
on a warm day in late July. The group packed Oyate
Hall and shared brunch and laughs while recalling days
gone by. University of Minnesota, Morris Chancellor
Jacqueline R. Johnson stopped by to catch up and learn
more about the campus’s history from alumni.

Class of 1949 Gathering
A good contingent from the class of ’49, celebrating its 65-year reunion, gathered in the 24-hour
study lounge in the Student Center. They wondered, where are all the ladies? Next year, they hope
you join them!

While the classes of ‘49 and ‘54 had the most represetatives on
hand, other classes also got together to remember their WCSA
days and swap life stories.

Class of 1954 Shenanigans!
The class of 1954, celebrating its 60th reunion, took over the Turtle
Mountain Cafe in the Student Center for the afternoon. Grand
reminiscing was done, including a great debate over how many people
graduated in the class.

WCSA Alumni Association Board Members. Front row, left to right: Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, Donna
Mecklenburg ’58, Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62. Back row, left to right: Ted Storck ’54, Jim Dewey ’54, Keith
Kvistero ’62, John Peternell ’60. Not pictured: Sherry Bergeland Johnson ’62 and Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55.

New Board Members and Officers Elected
During the annual meeting of the WCSA Alumni Association at the 2014 All-School Reunion, Patricia
Lesmeister Nelson ’61 was elected to a second-year term. Keith Kvistero ’62 and Sheri Bergeland Johnson ’62
were elected to first terms.
Kvistero and Johnson fill seats vacated by Janice Berg Arneson ’55 and Wilbur Grunewald ’63. The WCSA
Alumni Association thanks Arneson and Grunewald for their years of service to the organization.
Current officers are President Ted Storck ’54, Vice President Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, Treasurer Jim
Dewey ’54, and Secretary Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61.

2014 WCSA Alumni Garden Planting
Located in front of the
education building, the
WCSA Alumni Garden is a
gift to the Morris campus
from the WCSA Alumni
Association. The garden
surrounds a memorial to
WCSA students and alumni
who served in World War I,
World War II, the Korean
War, and the Vietnam War.
Each spring alumni return
to help current students
plant flowers there. This
year 11 alumni and friends
took part in the event.

WCSA Winter
Gatherings in
Warm Places
Whether you are a year-round
resident of Texas or Arizona, a
winter snowbird, or a visitor to
the Southwest, you are invited to
attend these West Central School
of Agriculture Alumni Association
warm-weather get-togethers.
Arizona—February 9, 2015
The Arizona WCSA All-School
Winter Reunion is planned for
Monday, February 9, 2015. Gather
at 10 a.m. for conversation and a
noon meal at the ViewPoint RV and
Golf Resort (8700 East University
Drive, Mesa, AZ 85207). All are
welcome. To make your reservation,
contact Ardean Hauschild ’53 at
azdlph@gmail.com or
480-373-1444. Please do attend
if you make a reservation, as the
resort charges for them.
Directions: From US 60, exit on
Soussaman Road, north about
three miles to University; right on
University; and left on Hawes Road.
The resort is on Hawes Road.
Texas—February 18, 2015
WCSA alumni and guests are also
invited to gather for an informal
winter Texan reunion
on Wednesday, February 18, 2015,
at 11:30 a.m. at Gatti’s (4100
North Second Street, McAllen, TX
78504). No need to RSVP—
just mark your calendars and
join the fun! For more
information, call LaVonne
Dupree ’59 at 701-640-4991.

Class Notes
Russ Jongewaard, son of William
Jonegwaard ’12, visited the Stevens
County Historical Society in search of
documentation of his father’s time at
WCSA. While there, Jongewaard and
his wife, Katie, shared stories about
some of the adventures they have had
during their incredible lifetimes. Of the
five members of the first class of Aggies,
two were Jongewaard brothers from
Morris.

Russ Jongewaard

Audrey Jorgensen Bedsted ’39 shares:
“We have lived in California since 1947,
with 44 of those years in Fresno, where
William Jongewaard’s
both our sons were born. Earl worked in
marriage announcement
various places, as he was into mechanics
from the July 26, 1916,
for farm machinery and later forklifts.
Morris Tribune .
After our children were in school, I
worked for Fresno Unified Schools. We
both retired in 1983 and were able to travel
in our trailer over most the United States.
We also made trips to Europe: three to
Denmark, plus Germany and then our
last one to England in 1996. In between
those years we joined a square-dancing
club and made many friends from all over,
as we spent a month or more in January–
February for five years near Mesa, Arizona. Audrey and Earl Bedsted
In 1992 we moved to the central coast and currently own a home
in Sunrise Terrace Mobile Home Estates. This is a share-owned
corporation with 300 homes. There is a large clubhouse, including a
huge social hall, modern kitchen, a library, a room for card playing,
and another room with three pool tables. And best of all, we do not
have to endure the harshness of those Minnesota winters. Our health
has been good up until recent years, when the back began to hurt,
causing problems walking and a few other hindrances. The eyes still
work, but Earl has worn hearing aids for 30+ years. We celebrated
our 90th birthdays in 2012, plus an anniversary of 65 years. This
celebration was held at a catered buffet dinner right here in our
beautiful social hall, where many relatives and friends joined us.
I recently completed making our own genealogy book for my
mother’s side of the family and currently am working on my father’s
side. Prior to that I spent many hours quilting, making a queen-size
quilt for each of our three grandchildren and later crib-sized ones
for the great-grandchildren. And prior to all of this, I found time
to continue sewing my own clothes, especially those fancy square-

dance dresses, saving us a lot of money. Earl went into
woodwork when we retired and made many beautiful
things with his special saw and doing fretwork.”
Sidney P. Schmidt ’46 writes: “It all began in late 1961
when my wife, Darleen, and four-year-old daughter,
DiAnn, moved to Singapore for a life-long ministry to
the Chinese people of Malaysia and Singapore. We retired
in 1993. The first thing Darleen and I needed to do was
to learn to speak Mandarin Chinese. By the way, one
must learn 25,000+ Chinese characters to be a scholar.
We learned to read more than 2,500 characters—that is
what is needed to read the Chinese Bible.
Wendell Shiell ’47 is enjoying the good life. He writes:
“After spending part or all of 15 winter seasons in
Sun City, Arizona, my wife, Ruth, and I are enjoying
living back in Minnesota. Residing in Richfield now,
we are close to family and our educational roots. This
made it easier to attend the class reunion and make
some reconnections. Quite a number of us have
double connections with WCSA and Hoffman—Leslie
Bruns ’46, Don Olson ’46, Rollin Soderholm ’46,
and Omar Nelson ’47. Ruth had a big surprise at
this year’s gathering. She discovered that her friend
Beverly from years past in nurses’ training, and then
as a neighbor-pastor’s spouse in Wisconsin, (formerly
married to Reverend Erling Carlson) is now married
to Omar and was at our reunion. What a small world!
Omar can tell the full story, but it is a happy one for all.
I am writing this email from Detroit Lakes, where
we have had a fun family gathering for this week. All
four of our daughters were able to be with us, plus
Ruth’s brother, Reverend Don Raun, and Orpha, and
niece Carolee Gerstmann from Fergus stopped in a
couple times.”
Avy Miller Gray ’47 writes: “Seven years ago we moved
from Morris to Alexandria to a new townhouse. We
lived in Morris in the same house for more than 50
years, so it was exciting to live somewhere else. It has
been a good experience. I have good neighbors. One
never has to be bored in Alexandria, as there are things
to do and attend every day. Wes enjoyed our home for
less than two years, as he died in 2008. Two of our
sons live here. I especially appreciate them being close
now that I live alone. A number of gals from our class
get together every summer to reminisce over noon
lunch—and wonder how we all got to be in our 80s.”

Arloa Fae Zahrbock Knutson Larson ’48, Watertown,
South Dakota, reports: “We say ‘thank you’ each
day for our lives and the world in which we live. We
love being retired and enjoy many benefits of the
same. Les likes to golf and bowl. I like much more
quiet activities such as sewing, reading, and writing
stories! My autobiography is nearing completion,
and reviewing my life has been so very interesting!
It is now more than 200 pages long, with a bit more
to go and pictures and the like to bring it to an end.
It will be published with copies to my four children,
nine grandchildren, and my seven-month-old greatgranddaughter, Karsynn Karie Ohme, who was born
on February 12, 2012. Of course, she is the most
beautiful, intelligent, precious child ever...It is with
much joy that I announce I will have a second greatgrandchild in early March! I struck it right with being
blessed with two wonderful husbands—kind, loving,
helpful, understanding, thoughtful, patient, cool, and
calm men. They married this very energetic, anxietyfilled, ambitious, loving person, and we are so happy
together! That means at this time, I have been married
for 51 years: 42 to Harold Knutson and...Les and I
celebrated our ninth anniversary on August 27!
Together Les and I have eight children, 21
grandchildren, and 26 great-grands. There will be
more—one of my grandchildren was married in June,
and three more are threatening marriage soon. Three
of Les’s great-grands made their entrance in the last
month; we’ve seen them all now! My four youngest
are enjoying school, two in college and a junior
and senior in high school! Of my nine, five have
completed college, and, in most cases, more and have
studied abroad and are enjoying their present jobs.
The two youngest are making ‘college’ plans! It is this
wonderful family of which I am so proud!
Les and I have been doing well after having deaththreatening illnesses in 2013. I was given a week to
live in April of that year after suffering a stroke, two
seizures, and a heart attack in a short time. At the
same time Les was seeing a family doctor and others,
and pancreatic cancer was discovered. He was given
seven months to live in April. He has surprised his
oncologist and others very much; they just have not
seen this happen before! This spring he also acquired
prostate cancer. He still remains—happy, healthy:
has never had a bad day! On Friday he bowled in the
morning and golfed in the afternoon. We do not know
what to expect, but at present are able to carry on a very
active, normal life. We are praying for good news!

On the other hand, I was down to nothing in April
2013. I could hardly get words out (imagine that!?).
I could not dress myself, could not walk...Through
much prayer, therapy, determination, desire, and
a great deal of hard work, I have made my way back
to very good health! I can do everything, including
walking and talking!
We attribute all of this to the power of prayer
by hundreds of people. Our names appeared in
many church bulletins. Yes, we each were very ill
with entirely different ailments, and many people
who didn’t even know us were praying for us. My
daughter, Kristi Quitney, was standing by my bedside
when I awoke from two grand mal seizures and some
additional sedation. She was such a blessing, and
she said that in our park in Arizona ‘prayer was so
prevalent that prayers were arising like incense!’ Our
children have suddenly become our parents! In my
case, I feel that I am gaining much independence
again. I awake each morning with thankfulness and
eagerness to get going with ‘playing house,’ which can
happen at this age and it is!
Our newfound friends, Mike and Diane Matson,
who are both graduates of WCSA, have become
excellent friends, and we enjoy the company of one
another! God bless all you special alumni of the
West Central School of Agriculture! We love the
camaraderie of all alumni who are now 68 years of age
or older!”
Anders Christenson ’48 ponders: “Sixty-six years
…1948–2014…1848–1914...1900–1966.
I’d never be so lucky again...to have been able to live
the years between 1948 and 2014. West Central School
of Agriculture—designed to give farm kids a chance
to help with the farm work and still get an education.
Sure, there were classes in agriculture and mechanics,
but WCSA did much more than that. Our absence
from our homes got us used to the feeling that there
was something more. It prepared us to be more a part
of our country. Those might have been unintended
consequences, but that’s what happened. WCSA taught
us to be responsible for our actions. It taught us to
really love our state of Minnesota. I’m so very proud
when I read about the many achievements our alumni
have done for our country and the world. I’m one
heckuva lucky guy.”
Peter Torivk ’56 is enjoying city living: “[We] have
given up [our] country home with seven acres of trees,

orchards, and gardens and returned to city living. It
was great (in a near record-snowfall winter!) to wake
up in the morning to a plowed drive and shoveled
sidewalks and for someone else to do the mowing and
pruning. Our new home is a shared-roof unit in a
planned development and cuts by one-half the driving
time to downtown Dayton, where Peter makes many
trips to sing in choirs; Pat has many activities; and
both attend concerts, operas, and plays. But, with no
machine shed, we had to give up the 1948 Ferguson
and all its toys such as plow, disc, snow blade, etc.;
two sailboats; five canoes; a fishing boat; and lots
of tools. Son Peter came from France this summer
to join us on a 12-day driving trip along the coasts
of Maine and New Brunswick. Son Carl, wife Beth,
and granddaughter Anna are only 100 miles away
(Indianapolis), so we see them regularly.”
Bill and Diann Erdman Storck ’59 write: “We have
two children married, two granddaughters, and two
grandsons. Both the girls work for Human Services
down in the Cities. One is a director, and the other
a teacher for disabled children. [Diann] went to
the Aggie school for two years, then graduated from
Morris Senior High. [Bill] was the director of public
works for the City of Morris for 37 years. When he
retired, he was elected to the City Council, now going
on nine years. Also, we had a fire extinguisher business
where we both worked for 45 years. Our life is full;
just enjoying retirement.”

In May ten girls from the class of 1950 and former
teacher Dorothy Dove Johnson met for lunch at the
Holiday Inn in Alexandria. Front row: Janice Dewey
Walkup, Dorothy Dove Johnson, Peggy Blakesley
Horning, Joanne Rudell Olson, Audrey Rinke
Jackson. Back Row: Anna Gibson Rothi, Shirley
VanHorn Gades, Jo Ann Redfield Anderson, Betty
Paulson Wirtjes, Betty Norman Anderson, Phyllis
Thielke Gades Harste, Donna Evavold Sonmor, Edelle
Bruce Magnuson.

Fondly Remembered…
Esther Nelson Schultz ’34, Alexandria, passed away
March 2014. Esther grew up on a farm in Cyrus. She
married Al Schultz in 1936 and settled in Alexandria.
She loved to cook and spend time with family. Esther
is survived by her son, grandson, and two greatgrandchildren. She was preceded in death by her
husband, daughter Kathleen, and brothers.
Donald F. Jordan ’36, Springstead, Wisconsin, passed
away June 2014. Donald married Ethel Jane Endicott
in 1941 and began his career at Federal Land Bank.
He joined the Navy in 1943. Upon his return Donald
worked at the Farm Credit Bank until his retirement
in 1973. He spent his retirement years on Boot Lake in
Springstead. Donald was an active fisherman, hunter,
bridge player, and golfer. He is survived by his second
wife, Elaine; sons; daughter-in-laws; daughter;
grandchildren; and great-grandchildren.
Sherwood O. Berg ’37, Brookings, South Dakota,
passed away February 2014. Sherwood was born in
Hendrum. After attending WCSA, he continued his
education at South Dakota State University (SDSU),
where he earned a bachelor of science in 1946.
Sherwood then earned a master of science from Cornell
University in 1948 and his doctor of philosophy
in agricultural economics from the University of
Minnesota in 1951. He served in the United States Army
from 1943 until 1946. Sherwood served as professor
and head of the Department of Agricultural Economics
at the University of Minnesota from 1957 until 1963
and was appointed dean of the Institute of Agriculture
in 1963. From 1973 until 1975 he served as a resident
director in Indonesia on an agricultural education
project. In 1975 Sherwood became the president of
SDSC, and he held the position for nine years. He is
survived by his wife and children.
Eleanor Lillian Christison Morrison ’37, Owatonna,
passed away February 2014. After graduating from
WCSA, Eleanor was united in marriage to R. Donald
Morrison in August 1939. She raised their two
children as a stay-at-home mother and later worked
for the Owatonna Library for more than 20 years.
Donald passed away in 1983. Eleanor is survived by
her son and daughter, great-grandchildren, and many
friends and family.

Andrew Hans Olsen ’38, Tyler, passed away January
2011. After graduation, Andrew married Vivian
Fuhrmann in 1946. They operated a dairy farm in
Shelburne Township until 1982. He was a member
of the Associated Milk Producers, Inc. and followed
both the Minnesota Twins and Vikings. Andrew was
preceded in death by his parents, sisters, and brothers,
including Lawrence ’30 and Daniel ’37. He is survived
by his wife, Vivian; five children; grandchildren; greatgrandchildren; and many more family and friends.
Pearl Maanum Dehne ’40, Morris, passed away
September 2014. She is survived by her four children;
eight grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren;
one great-great-grandchild; and her sister, Iola
Stark ’32. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Gilbert ’40; brother, Orlin ’33; and brother-in-law,
Virgil Stark ’29.
Grace A. Sundgaard Olson ’41, Appleton, passed away
August 2014. Grace’s daughter, Pat Schmidt, reports:
“Mom instructed me a few years ago to let the school
know! Also, I was supposed to let people know she was
married to John ‘Buddy’ Olson Jr. of Milan.”
Walter A. Gilbertson ’42, Litchfield, passed away July
2013. After Walter graduated he served in the United
States Marine Corps and fought in the Pacific Theatre
during World War II. He was married in 1955 to
Wanda Jean Wilke, and they raised their five children
on the family farm near Eagle Lake. In 1966 the family
moved to Litchfield, where Walter could work as a fulltime mailman. He also worked as a school-bus driver
and in 1972 bought the North Star gas station, which
he managed for three years. He enjoyed gardening,
reading, and going on annual hunting trips at the
cabin with his friends. Walter is survived by all his
children, many grandchildren, and other friends and
family. He was preceded in death by his wife.
Thomas Taffe ’42, West Fargo, North Dakota, passed
away January 2011. After graduating Thomas married
Joy Moser in 1947. Taffe worked for Northwestern Bell
until 1983. He was active in his church, volunteered
for the West Fargo Fire Department, and raised a foster
child from infancy until the child’s death at age nine.
Thomas was preceded in death by his parents and three
brothers, John ’40, Richard ’41, and Vincent ’43. He
is survived by his wife, Joy; son; daughter; brother;
sisters; grandchildren; and great-grandchildren.

Della “Dot” Lenox Burcham ’43, Albany, passed away
July 2014. Della enjoyed a lengthy career with JC
Penney Co. She is survived by her three children, five
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. Della was
predeceased by her husband, Bill.
Floyd Rossel ’45, Bryant, South Dakota, passed away
January 2014. He is survived by his wife and three
daughters.
Gladys Wille Ruehle ’44, Vadnais Heights, passed away
September 2013. Gladys was born in Donnelly and
lived in the Morris area until 1987, when she moved
to Vadnais Heights to be near her children. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Matt, and siblings
Francis Sundet ’29, Grace Grinde ’31, Helen Hadler
’35, Floyd ’41, Fern Swendord ’38, and Bert ’47.
Gladys is survived by her children and grandchildren.
Evelyn Sanderson Mix ’46, Brookings, South Dakota,
passed away in July 2014. Evelyn worked as a dental
assistant for most of her life after graduating. She
enjoyed gardening, bird watching, Bible reading,
and spending time with her grandchildren. She is
survived by her husband, Harris Mix Jr.; children;
grandchildren; great-grandchildren; brothers,
including Lester ’47; and sister.
Irene Bye Blocher ’46, Starbuck, passed away July
2014. From her obituary we learn that “in 1972 the
family purchased Chuck’s Supermarket in Starbuck,
where Irene worked in the meat department. She
and Charles retired in 2000 and continued to live in
Starbuck. Charles died August 3, 2006.” Irene was a
member of Fron Lutheran Church, Ladies’ Aide, and
the Legion Auxiliary. She enjoyed fishing, bowling,
playing cards, quilting, square dancing, gardening,
and cooking. Irene is survived by her five children, 16
grandchildren, and 20 great-grandchildren.
Gloria Farge Kill ’47, Morris, passed away April 2014
at her home after a long battle with cancer. In 1970
Gloria married her second husband, Frank Kill, and
they settled on Frank’s family farm near Morris. Two
decades later they moved to a home in town, where
they continued to live. Gloria enjoyed traveling and
spending time with family. She is survived by her
husband, four children, ten grandchildren, and 14
great-grandchildren. Gloria was preceded in death by
her son.

Harold D. Sharkey ’47, Normania Township, Yellow
Medicine County, passed away September 2010. In
1946 Harold joined the National Guard. After the
United States became involved in the Korean War,
he was transferred to Camp Rucker, Alabama, where
he served as 1st Sergeant. In 1952 he married Ruth
Helen Kay ’50. After his discharge Harold started
working in a farm implement business. In 1954 he
and Ruth purchased their own farm, where they
farmed and raised purebred Hampshire hogs until
1994. Harold enjoyed golfing and the newest gadgets
and electronics and was an avid Twins and Vikings
fan. He is survived by his wife, Ruth; sons; daughter;
grandchildren, including Todd Sharkey (Morris ’03);
great-grandchildren; brother; and many more family
and friends.
George Murphy ’47, former faculty, Menomonie,
Wisconsin, passed away August 2014. Following his
time on the faculty at WCSA, George worked for
Farmers Union Central Exchange (Cenex) in Morris
and Wisconsin. After retirement from Cenex he
worked as a sales representative for McKay Nursery
and as a real estate agent for Century 21. George is
survived by his wife of 59 years, Gen; three children;
six grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.
Werner Sand ’47, Saint Cloud, passed away December
2013. Werner served in the United States Army
during the Korean War. Along with his wife of 58
years, Eileen, he farmed until his retirement in 2011,
receiving several conservation awards. Werner is
survived by Eileen and many siblings, among whom
are Maynard ’48, Marlene Benkowski ’51, and Flo
Mayers ’57.
Robert L. DeVaan ’48, Waconia, passed away May
2013. Robert was born in Milbank, South Dakota,
to first-generation immigrants from Holland. He
married Joan Mullen, and they raised their six
children on a family farm near Graceville. In 1963
they moved to Aberdeen, South Dakota, where they
launched the Dutch Boy Car Wash and the Minn-Kota
Farm agency. Joan passed away in 1997, and Robert
eventually moved to the Twin Cities-metro area. He
enjoyed singing, hunting, and spending time with
loved ones. Robert is survived by four children, many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and other
family and friends.

Harold Richard “Dick” Blakesley ’48, Alexandria,
passed away April 2014. In 1961 Harold was married to
Marlene Bursch and raised three children in Sisseton,
South Dakota. In 1957 he began driving truck for
Midland Co-op through their merger with LandO-Lakes Ag. Services until 1987. Harold enjoyed
gardening and watching both the Twins and Vikings.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Marlene, and
sisters and brother-in-law. Harold is survived by
brothers, sisters, son, grandchildren, and many more
family and friends.

Herb Read ’50 passed away September 2014. After
graduating from WCSA Herb attended North Dakota
State College of Science in Wahpeton, North Dakota,
earning a degree in drafting and estimating. He
married Lorraine Aden in Rosholt, South Dakota,
in 1960. They moved to Fargo, North Dakota, where
Herb got a job at Mid-America Steel, a position he
held for 32 years before retiring in 1998. He enjoyed
deer hunting, camping, fishing, and gardening. Herb’s
favorite project was restoring his dad’s 1950 B John
Deere. He was Byron Akerson’s ’54 wife’s cousin.

Harold G. Rixe ’49, Morris, passed away August 2014.
After graduating Harold entered the army and earned
a National Defense Service Medal as a sharpshooter
before receiving an honorable discharge in January
1956. He married Lorraine Raddatz Rixe ’55 in 1955.
In 1993 they moved to Caledonia, where they started,
worked, and managed Roseview Court, the assisted
living facility for the Lutheran Home. Harold enjoyed
camping trips and spending time with his family. He
is survived by his wife, Lorraine; four children; 14
grandchildren; 6 great-grandchildren; two brothers,
including Lavern Rixe ’53; sister; and many cousins,
nieces, and nephews.

Donald Miller ’51, Wheaton, passed away in March
2014. Donald saw service on the USS Wisconsin from
1956 until 1957. He drove truck for Art Fridgen for
25 years before retiring in 2013. Donald is survived
by four children, 14 grandchildren, three greatgrandchildren, one brother, and sister Avanelle Miller
Gray ’47. He was preceded in death by sons Michael
and Matthew and brother-in-law Wes Gray, former
WCSA faculty.

Beverly “Bev” Bratton Weisel ’49, passed away August
2012. In 1949 Beverly married William Weisel ’44 and
settled in the Oscar Lake area. She was an excellent
baker, and she enjoyed collecting memorabilia and
spending time with family. Beverly is survived by
three children, nine grandchildren, and six greatgrandchildren. She was preceded in death by her
husband.
Eugene “Gene ” Hahn ’50, who passed away in 2012,
and Lorna Hahn ’50, who passed away in April 2014,
are remembered by their son: “Gene and Lorna met
at WCSA, and their love grew into a relationship that
lasted 60 years. Gene and Lorna were married in 1952
and farmed near Hancock until the mid 50s when they
moved to Shakopee. Gene worked as a well driller and
home insulator and later as shop foreman for Tube
Products and Welding in Bloomington for 30 years.
Lorna worked for Northwestern Bell Telephone for
almost 30 years until retiring in 1989. They raised two
sons, Terry and Roger, and had four grandsons and
eight great-grandchildren. During their retirement
they loved to travel and spent time between their
homes in Big Lake and Apache Junction, Arizona.

June J. Subak Anderson ’51, Belgrade, passed
away September 2014. June took pride in being a
homemaker and was as a supportive mother. She kept
very busy working as the bookkeeper for Wilbur’s
construction company, a correspondent for the Belgrade
Tribune, cooking at many area restaurants and the
Senior Nutrition Center in Belgrade and Paynesville.
In 1997 June died after 43 years of marriage. She
is survived by her five children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and sisters, including Doris
Dickson ’56.
Richard “Dick” D. Janke ’54, Ortonville, passed away
May 2014. Richard was passionate about carpentry
and worked for various contractors. He later worked
for Cold Spring Granite Company at the quarries in
Milbank, South Dakota. After retirement, Richard
returned to carpentry work until the onset of his
illness. In 1984 he married Patricia Janke. Richard
loved spending time with family, tinkering in his shop,
visiting with friends over coffee, fishing, and hunting.
He is survived by his wife, Patricia, and many sistersand brothers-in-law, including Dale Webb ’61.
Richard “Dick” Fenner ’55, Lakeville, passed away
June 2014 in Wisconsin. After graduating Richard
went to Dunwoody and pursued a career in welding.
He worked for Carl Bolander & Sons for 41 years until

retiring in 2000. Richard married LaVerne Myhre
in 1961 and had three children. He was a runner for
more than 30 years and enjoyed the outdoors. For the
last 14 years he and LaVerne traveled in their motor
home around the United States. Richard is survived by
his wife, two sons, daughter, granddaughter, grandson,
and many more family and friends.
Allan V. Parson ’55, Morris, passed away September
2014. Allan farmed in Morris all but a few short years
following his graduation, first with his father, then
with his sons until the time of his death. He is survived
by his wife, Helen; daughters Susan (Kurt) Gartland
and Carol Mohrman; sons Gary (Rhonda) and Lyle;
nine grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and
two sisters-in-law. Allan was preceded in death by his
brother Udell ’53.
Elaine Paulson Bakko ’56, Glenwood, passed away May
2014. After graduating Elaine married Orval Loren
Bakko ’55 in 1959. They made their home on a farm
in Terrace until Orval’s death in 1992. In 1995, she
moved to Atlantic Beach, Florida, and worked as chief
financial officer for a transportation company until
2003. Elaine recently had moved back to Glenwood
and enjoyed the time with her family. She is survived
by her three children, five grandchildren, brother,
and many nieces, nephews, and friends. Elaine was
preceded in death by Orval, daughter Lori, and
granddaughter.
Perry Richard Juergensen ’56, Glendale, Arizona,
formerly of Morris, passed away June 2014. Perry
was married in June 1957 to Rosella Sauter. After
his father’s retirement he took over the legacy of
Juergensen’s Super Valu in Morris until 1983. They
moved to Phoenix, Arizona, where Perry was an active
realtor until his death. He was an avid fisherman and
hunter and proud to pass his hunting skills and stories
on to his family. Perry is survived by his wife, Rosie;
two sons; daughter; seven grandchildren; greatgranddaughter; and other family and friends.

in 1960. Janice completed her Certified Nursing
Assistant schooling and began working at the Villa
of St. Francis and Skyview Court in 1980. She
enjoyed bowling, drawing, sketching, oil painting,
embroidering, quilting, making peach pies, singing,
and listening to music. Janice is survived by her
husband, Milfred; two sons; three daughters; 17
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and many
more family and friends.
Arnold R. Jaenisch ’60, Clara City, passed away August
2014. Following graduation Arnold farmed for the
rest of his life. He enjoyed cooking for his family
and friends, playing cards, traveling with his wife,
taking his family on fishing trips to local lakes, and
hunting with his children. In his later years Arnold
was a hospice volunteer. He is survived by his two
children and five grandchildren. Arnold was preceded
in death by his wife, Chereen; son Randy; and two
grandchildren in infancy.
Faculty
Kay Lund Wickstrom, Sun City West, Arizona, and
Battle Lake, passed away June 2014. Kay taught
business and language classes at WCSA. Following
her years at WCSA she worked for IBM. After her
retirement from IBM, Kay became licensed in real
estate sales. She later opened Okay Gifts in Battle
Lake. Kay is known for her accomplishments on the
piano, having accompanied many artists, friends, and
associates. She also entertained on the piano alongside
her brother Jack on flute and husband Lee on guitar.
She is survived by husband LeRoy, Lee’s daughter,
brother Jack, and many nieces and nephews.
Editor’s Note
We apologize for an error in the Spring edition of
Class Notes; Gertrude Marcelle Strinden was “survived
by cousin Connie Michaelson and her two children.”

Word has been received of the death of Alton
Travland ’56 (Morris ’66), Draper, Utah, in July 2014.
Janice E. Anderson Kaehler ’57, Morris, passed away
June 2014. Janice lived in Morris for the majority
of her life, except for two years after graduating. She
returned to Morris and married Milfred Kaehler

WCSA campus from the south in 1925.

Courtyard Renovation Completed
By Pengxeu Thao ’15, Roseville
In July the University of Minnesota, Morris
dedicated a new sculpture in the Welcome Center’s
(Engineering Building’s) Legacy Courtyard. The
sculpture, titled “Double Mobius Strip”, was created
by Chicago-based artist Plamen Yordanov. The piece
commemorates two distinct eras of campus history.
“This new sculpture speaks to the past, present,
and future legacy of the campus,” says Chancellor
Jacqueline R. Johnson. “It will energize and
beautify the space, honor the West Central School
of Agriculture, and support the twenty-first century
mission of the University of Minnesota, Morris.”
The sculpture is part of a larger initiative to
revitalize the courtyard space and to recognize two
iterations of the campus. Representing continuity in The sculpture was unveiled by Dillon McBrady ’13, former
Morris Campus Student Association president, and Ted
the educational mission of the campus for both the
Storck ’54, WCSA Alumni Board of Directors president,
West Central School of Agriculture and the
at a ceremony during the summer WCSA reunion.
University of Minnesota, Morris, it exemplifies
the space’s celebration of campus history.
“This sculpture represents continuation without end,” says Carla Riley ’85, director of external relations.
“The Legacy Courtyard renovation project joins forever two eras of campus history and speaks to our hopes for the
future of this place.”
The Welcome Center’s Legacy Courtyard was renovated last spring thanks to philanthropic commitments by
the families of Lily and Walter “Slim” Hokanson ’30, Hollis Dyer ’51, the West Central School of Agriculture
(WCSA) Alumni Association, and Morris’s Class of 2013. This beautification project not only revitalized
an underutilized space, but also celebrated the WCSA era of campus and engaged a new generation of
philanthropists.

Legacy Walkway Joins
Courtyards to Campus
The Morris Legacy Walkway runs between the Welcome
Center (Engineering) and Humanities Fine Arts,
connecting the Welcome Center courtyards to the rest of
campus. You can support student scholarships and leave
your mark at Morris by purchasing a personalized paver
for the walkway. Students traveling from class to class will
see your name on the walkway daily, as they pass the Legacy
Courtyard and its homage to the WCSA era.

WCSA Calendar of Events

Mystery WCSA Photo

Monday, February 9, 2015
Arizona Reunion, 12 p.m.
Wednesday, February 18, 2015
Texas Reunion, 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, May 21, 2015
WCSA Garden Planting, 9 a.m.
Board Meeting,
Immediately after garden planting
Friday, July 10, 2015
WCROC Summer Day
Saturday, July 18, 2015
WCSA Summer Reunion
Thursday, July 30, 2015
WCROC Horticulture Night, 5–9 p.m.

WCSA faculty and students in the newly completed Home
Economics building (later the Humanities building),
built in 1954–55. Do you know who is in this photo?
Were you there when it was taken? Let us know!
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu

Class News
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so please send
us your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or
send us an email about your careers, families, travels,
hobbies, activities, and WCSA memories. We will
include your news in the next issue of AlumnNEWS.
The deadline for submission is March 1, 2015.
Funding for AlumNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank you to those
who have given in the past—we appreciate your support!
Checks to fund AlumNEWS can be made payable to the
University of Minnesota, Morris and sent to the address
at right.
AlumNEWS Online
WCSA AlumNEWS—along with WCSA photos and
history—is available online at morris.umn.edu/WCSA.
If you would prefer to access the newsletter exclusively
online, please contact us to request that your name be
removed from the conventional mailing list.

Students in a line in front of Dining Hall (later
Behmler Hall) in ca. 1955.
AlumNEWS is produced by the Office of External
Relations. It is available in alternative formats upon
request. Class news, donations, comments,
corrections, and questions may be directed to:
Carla Riley ’85
Director of External Relations
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu

WCSA Alumni Association
Board of Directors
Ted Storck ’54, president
19176 North Cathedral Point Court
Surprise, Arizona 85387-8249
623-266-4995
arizonated@cox.net

Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 E 4th St
Morris, MN 56267-2134
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Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, vice president
2595 330th Avenue
Rothsay, Minnesota 56579-9209
218-867-2674
James Dewey ’54, treasurer
707 West Stanton Avenue
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537-2511
218-736-4843
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, Minnesota 56267-1859
320-585-1935
Sheri Bergeland Johnson ’62
27 East Oaks Road
North Oaks, MN 55127-2527
612-709-9099
Keith Kvistero ’62
13035 Highway 40 Northwest
Milan, Minnesota 56262-2408
320-734-4659
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, South Dakota 57201-9400
605-753-1645
John Peternell ’60
35747 County Road 10
Albany, Minnesota 56307-9395
320-845-2334
Legislative Interface and Fund Raising
Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, Minnesota 56309
218-747-2121
Alumni Garden Committee
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, chair
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308
320-763-5814

The sidewalk in front of Imholte Hall (Agricultural Hall) is lined
with trees that turn golden in autumn.
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